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Introduction and Background 


Purpose of the Workshop 


• Inform residents about the project 

• Explain the new legal landscape following 
Reed v. Town of Gilbert 

• Present what we heard from initial 
stakeholder interviews 

• Hear from you - what is working, what is not, 
and your ideas? 
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Project Overview 


• Recodified Zoning Bylaw adopted 
in February 2018 

• Process identified the need for an 
update to the Town’s sign 
regulations 

• Lisa Wise Consulting, Inc. hired to 
work with Zoning Bylaw Working 
Group 



TOWN OF ARLINGTON 
ZONING BYLAW 


Adopted by Town Meeting on February' 12, 2018 
Amended by Special Town Meeting on May 2. 2018 


Arlington's Zoning Bylaw 
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Purpose of the Update 


• Ensure consistency with state 
and federal law 

• Responsive to Arlington’s needs 

• Clear and effective standards 

• Well organized 

• Richly illustrated 

• Straight forward - easy to 
administer 

• Establish the foundation for 

better organized sign review and Example of a well illustrated sign code 

permitting 


16.04 General Requirements for All Signs 

1KC4Q10 5I^M««i*erniifit(Area*m*M*<cJiti 

A. Sign Area Measurement 

Sign area for all sign types is measured as follows: 

I. The entire face ofa sign, inducing the surface ot any framing projections, or 
molding, but not including the support structure, as shown in figure A (Sign 
A-ea for Signs on Background Pane). 


5IGN TEXT 


8 ' 

Sign Area: 32 St. 

Fjp ire A. Sigr Area tor 5gns on Background Panel 

Z Sign copy consist ng of individual channel letters mounted onabulldlngwaf, 
fascia, or oarapet, or a freestanding st'uaure,isdetermined by including the 
entire sign copy area within a single, continuous perimeter of not more titan 
eight straight lines, a circle, or an ellipse that endose the extreme limits of the 
sign copy, as shown in Hgcrc B (Sign Area f or Signs with Individual Letters). 

SIGN •* 

T E XT ' 

opit Ar eaters w. 

Figure B. Sign Area for Sgns with Individual Letters 

City of Chino Pubic Review DrattSign Ceos ‘‘ag-s 1 6-23 


LWC 


Town of Arlington Sign Regulations Update / 6 








Purpose of the Update 


• Organizational issues 

• Legal issues 

• Standards - aesthetic and 
context issues 
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Legal Context and Key Issues 



Reed v. Town of Gilbert 


LWC 


Reed v. Town of Gilbert, US Supreme Court 
No. 135 S.CT. 2218, 2015 



Source: http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/19/us/justices-side 
with-arizona-church-in-dispute-over-sign-limits.html 


"Temporary Directional Signs 
Relating to a Qualifying Event" 
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Reed v. Town of Gilbert 


• Reed v. Town of Gilbert, US Supreme Court 
No. 135 S.CT. 2218, 2015 



Ideological 


Where? 

How long? 

Anywhere 

As long as you want 



Where? 

How long? 

Residential (16 sf) 

NR/public/ROW 
(32) 

60 before primary 

15 after general 


Temporary 
Directional Sign 
Relating to a 
Qualifying Event 


Ckutfck 

Meeting 

7PM 
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Where? 

How long? 

Private or public land 

4 at a time 

12 hours before 

1 hour after 
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Legal Considerations 


Content-Based Regulation 


* What does sign say? 

* Message determines if it 
stays up or down, or 
applicable regulations 


Vote for Waldo 


Content-Neutral Regulation 

• Time 

• Place 

• Manner 


Sign Text 

Sign text 




"Political Sign" "Freestanding Sign" 
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LWC 


No importa de donde eres, 
estamos contentos que seas 
nuestro vecino. 

No matter where you are 
from, we're glad you're 
our neighbor. 

J Jjl V 

1 


Speech v. Local Environment 

Freedom of speech is an existential right - election cycles exist - a 
community’s visual environment defines its special character 
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Legal Considerations 


Sign Types Typically Revised to be Consistent with Reed v. Gilbert 


Existing Sign Type 

Proposed Sign Type 

Temporary Signs 

Real estate/construction/for sale or lease signs 

Temporary yard 

Political 

Temporary yard, banner, portable 

Ballfield booster or sponsor signs 

Temporary, banner 

Seasonal sales/special activities signs 

Temporary yard, banner, portable 

Permanent Signs 

Single-family subdivisions & multifamily 
developments-development identification signs 

Freestanding or wall 

Gas station signs 

Freestanding or wall 

Concession/facility sign 

Freestanding or wall 

Institutional 

Freestanding or wall 
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Key Issues Identified 


• Some sign types are content-based 

o Gas station signs, religious use/civic organization signs, 
seasonal/special activities signs, real estate/construction/for sale 
or lease signs 

• Organizational issues 

- Regulations in Zoning Bylaw and Town Bylaw 

- Historic District Commission sign regulations and guidelines 

• Lack of illustrations 

• Inconsistency across business districts 

• Lacks severability and substitution clauses 
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Some well designed signs 
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Some well designed signs 
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Some well designed signs 
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Discussion 


Stakeholder Interviews 


• Organizational issues 

• Generally standards are working 

• Clearly some need to be updated 

• Keep the character of Arlington 

• Streamline permitting 

• Flexibility is key 

• Certainty is also important 

• Context-based signage standards 

• Strong consistent enforcement 

• You know what you don’t want! 
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Next Steps 


Task 


Stakeholder Engagement 

Sign Regulations Analysis & 
Recommendations Report 

Administrative Draft 
Regulations 

Public Review Regulations 

Public Hearings with ARB (and 
Select Board as necessary) 

Annual Town Meeting 
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Thank you 



Erin Zwirko 
Assistant Director 

Department of Planning and Community 
Development 

(781) 316-3091 

ezwirko@town.arlinqton.ma.us 
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